August 31, 2020 





Councilmember Paul Koretz 
City of Los Angeles 

Melrose Arts District 200 N. Spring Street, Room 440 
BID Board of Directors: Los Angeles Ca 90012 


Deny Weintraub Re: Uplift Melrose Grant Application 
President 


Sylvia Weintraub Honorable Councilmember Koretz: 


Corporate Secretary 
The Melrose BID Board of Directors voted unanimously to support the 
StreetsLA Uplift Melrose Project at their August 14, 2020 Regular Board 


Meeting. Principal reasons for this action were: 


Julian Chicha 
Treasurer 


Pierson Blaetz 
Greenway Arts Alliance/ 


Melrose Trading Post 1. Uplift Melrose helps us keep and attract the small, unique, independent, 


“1 -off,” “un-mall collection” character of businesses in the Melrose 


Isack Fadlon Arts District; 

ae 2. Uplift Melrose make the business district safer for all, addressing the 
Daniel Farasat documented High Injury Network injuries and deaths on our street; 
Tiger West Capital 3. The project provides relief to the COVID-19 and civil unrest disasters 
David Hay that have befallen our community and jeopardize its small businesses; 
Spacegrab.com 4. The project captures non-City, State funding for community and 


business district revitalization that cannot be used for any other purpose 

than Active Transportation Projects such as bicycle lanes and 

pedestrian improvements; 

Donald R. Duckworth 5. The project creates the infrastructure programming in the City’s own 

EKECUEVG eens Mobility 2035 Plan, as well as in the Melrose BID’s Future Vision 

Plan, both of which resulted from substantial community engagement 
as well as deep dives into infrastructure needs; 
6. The project compliments the Melrose BID Universal Valet Parking 
Program, which when fully operational, will cumulatively add an 
estimated 60 parking spaces to the local inventory and more if new 
onl dipagi Sg spaces can be provided at Fairfax High School; 

323.525.0840 7. The project grant includes funding that adjacent neighborhoods can 
program to design and construct measures that protect against cut- 
through traffic impacts; 

8. The project has positive environmental benefits. 


Fred Rosenthal 
Ametron Audio/Visual 


www.melroseartsdistrict.com 
FB: @melroseartsdistrict 

Tw: @melroseartsdist 

Inst: @melroseartsdistrict 





Honorable Paul Koretz 
Uplift Melrose 
August 31, 2020 


The Melrose BID Board believes that the Uplift Melrose Project is a 
transformative project for the neighborhood. Failing to pursue State Grant 
funding that meets adopted City initiatives is a wasted opportunity in an era of 
limited public funds. 


The Melrose business and property owners have stepped up. We have shared 
values with the surrounding non-profits and residents. We all want pedestrian 
scale, unique business operations. We want to improve livability, vibrancy and 
affordability. We all must combat global warming and the inevitability that the 
City cannot solve transportation challenges through car infrastructure alone. 
This grant opportunity supports these objectives through a green design that is 
also business supporting and neighborhood-enhancing. 


The arguments against the project have been taken to heart and can be 
accommodated: Pass through traffic prevention measures will be funded by 
grant monies with required traffic studies and community input; and parking 
can and must be accommodated within the business District. If, after grant 
funding is approved, your office is not comfortable that all project impacts 
have been addressed, the Grant monies can be returned. But to not even 
support applying for the Grant would be devastating. It only loses us an 
opportunity. We are committed to a long-term community-wide “win-win” 
outcome and ask you to join us, for history! 


We will be meeting with you on Wednesday and look forward to continuing | 
the dialogue. 


Fiat? \Latill.! 


r. Denis Weintraub Donald R. Duckworth 
President Executive Director 


